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While we continue to inhabit flood prone areas it will 
continue to happen. Legend has it in Theodore that when 
the white man came to the area and setup  on the banks 
of the Dawson River the local indigenous people pointed 
out the flood debris way up in the trees, they didn’t listen 
then and I wonder if we are really listening now. Lucky it 
wasn't raining in Brisbane when the flood peaked. All this 
now seems like a half distant memory since getting back 
to work.  

We have some exciting projects happening including the 
$60m Azure Blue Aged Care Facility at Redcliffe for 
Hutchinson Builders. We are proud to be surveyors on 
this project and stands as a testament to our skills with 
modern techniques and equipment. All our crew are keen 
to get stuck into it and our youth policy is again offering 
opportunities for young guys to stand up to the mark. 

Finally I would just like to wish everyone a safe and 
healthy 2011. Perhaps a boring normal 2011 would do? 
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It seems like half a lifetime since our last newsletter 
but in reality it’s only been 6 months. Lots has 
happened over this time including Christmas and the 
subsequent natural disasters. Our family was directly 
affected with my sister living on the outskirts of 
Theodore which was totally evacuated for the first 
time ever. Fortunately they are on higher ground and 
didn’t have to leave. This stopped the towns 
economy in its tracks though things didn't appear too 
bad for my brother in law as he worked on the only 
cotton farm in Theodore that didn’t flood and have it’s 
crop ruined. However, in one of life ironies this 
property has a huge irrigation dam that burst its bank 
and lost all its water. The farmer now faces total loss 
of crop as he has no water. You just never know 
where the next hit is coming from .  

Many people have asked how Statewide has been 
affected by flooding. To be honest very little. We lost 
a couple of days at the height of the rain but that’s 
about it. As far as generating any work goes 
surveyors are well down the pecking order of 
important things to spend your money on when 
you’ve just lost everything. Having said that we did 
have an enquiry from a past client just after the water 
receded at West End. This gentlemen had used our 
company to Contour/Detail his property for raising 
the house and refurbishment. To feel safer he raised 
his house so that his final floor level is over 100mm 
above Brisbane City’s Q100 flood level for that area. 
His enquiry was along the lines of “Wal are you sure 
your survey is correct? I’ve just had a metre of water 
through my house!” After assuring him it was correct 
he told me that his elderly neighbour told him that the 
1974 floods were another metre higher again.  

How do explain that the flood modelling must be 
wrong after he had just poured $300k into this place? 

“ON THE MARK” 

NEWSLETTER 
M A R C H  2 0 1 1  

Welcome to our long awaited Sixth Edition of “On the Mark” Newsletter. We’ve had a busy start to the year and a lot has 
happened in our Statewide family since the last addition. As always, we will endeavor to report to our valued clients, 
projects that we are currently involved with, as well as provide relevant information pertaining to our employees, Statewide 
Survey Sponsorships, Statewide Survey contact details and SSG website. So find yourself a comfy chair, grab a cuppa and 
catch up with all the exciting happenings. You could also win a $100 BWS Voucher, how to enter and competition details 
are listed further in this edition. 

 

    WELCOME BACK 

     
   
 
 

Just for a Laugh! 

Got any good Surveying jokes, we’d love to 
hear them - send them into 

admin@statewidesurvey.com.au and      
receive a FREE Statewide Survey pen 

www.statewidesurvey.com.au or 
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    STATEWIDE SURVEY GROUP : SOME CURRENT PROJECTS  
“ O N  T H E  M A R K ”  N E W S L E T T E R  

 BRISBANE FLOODING 

FKP CONSTRUCTIONS PTY LTD 
 Woodridge North State School - Datum/Grids 

ADCO 
 247 Bradman St, Acacia Ridge  -  Building Setout/Detail Survey  

ENERGEX 
 3 Walnut Crt, Macleay Island - Identification Survey  

GD Building Solutions  
 24 Enterprise St, Richlands - Building Setout 
 30 Corymbia Pl, Parkinson - Building Setout  
 106-110 Beatty Rd, Archerfield - Building Setout 

ELAN PROJECTS PTY LTD 
 Lot 2 Springbrook Rd, Springbrook - House Setout /Pins 

CARNIEL CONSTRUCTION 
 128 Paperback Ct, Moggill - Ident Survey/Site Datum/Setout 

ANDY MCGREGOR CONSTRUCTION  
 41 McCaskill Rd, Pullenvale - Identification Survey 
 43 Crawford Rd, Chelmer - Height Certificate 

AAD DESIGN PTY LTD 
 73 Newmarket Rd, Windsor - Detail Survey  

BUILDING SOLUTIONS QLD 
 33 Twigg St, Indooroopilly - Identification Survey  

C.W.CIVIL PTY LTD & HUTCHINSON BUILDERS 
 5 Bruce St, Red Bank Plains - Ident, Servicing & Units Setout 

THAT BUILDER PTY LTD 
 Greenwood St, Brighton - Building Setout 

RYANS DEVELOPMENT PTY LTD 
 28 Lutana St, Safford - Contour/Identification Survey/Setout 

MISTRACK PTY LTD 
 100 Crosby Rd, Ascot - New House-Contour/Detail/Original Gnd Level  
 

STEEL STRUCTURES AUST 
 21 Lambert St, Kangaroo Point (Point Hotel) - Steel Location  

To see Ariel photos of the Brisbane Floods go to: 
 www. nearmap.com.au  

Article written by Andrew Hayes  
Registered Cadastral Surveyor  

 

Following on from the recent flooding in 
Brisbane, Statewide Survey Group have 
completed a number of surveys in flood 
effected streets to determine ground and 
floor levels along with the level that the 
recent flood came to on the Australian 
Height Datum (AHD). In all instances the 
flood levels from January 13th 2011 have 
been above the Q 100 or 1 in 100 year level 
determined from modeling by Brisbane City 
Council in their floodwise reports.  

The levels were not as high as in 1974 
however the measured results possibly 
indicates that the flood event was 
significantly higher than a 1 in 100 year 
flood for the areas in which we have 
completed surveys. Brisbane streets in 
which recent surveys were completed were: 
Baroona Rd, Paddington; Jumna St, West 
End & Morley St, Chelmer. Hilton St, East 
Brisbane had levels close to 1 to 100. The 
flood will heavily influence the way council 
assess applications for new houses and 
renovations in affected suburbs and the 
State Government are further investigating 
the possibility of changes to legislation.  

The maximum overall height of a house can 
generally be raised to is currently 8.5m 
above the natural ground level.  

There is the possibility that changes will be 
made to this requirement in flood affected 
areas to allow height raises above this limit 
to stay above flooding. We will keep you 
posted. 

Something else we noticed was that the 
flood estimates during the crisis were given 
as levels relative to the actual river i.e. the 
river is to rise 4.4m at a particular place. 
This was not related to the Australian Height 
Datum (AHD) level. It was quite confusing 
for residents to relate to actual projected 
AHD levels for their property, which a lot of 
people do have for their house designs or 
on record. We had a number of clients 
trying to relate the two definitions of flood 
level,  in the hours before the flood peak.  

It may be something Council or State 
Government could improve on in their 
warning system. Councils do have flood 
maps online which show possible areas of 
inundation for streets, however to know the 
flood event expected AHD levels would 
further assist owners of properties in their 
assessment in preparing for a flood, 
particularly in lower reaches of the 
catchment.  

Ambulatory Boundaries Explained 

Congratulations to our  
last competition winner:  

Alicia McGregor  
Administration  

Devonbourne Homes 

Answer this simple question to Win a  
$100 gift voucher 

You can find Statewide Survey Group on the Internet 
(www.statewidesurvey.com.au)  

name the 6 other sites you can find them on  

Please email your answer to:                     
jfitzgerald@statewidesurvey.com.au 
Entries close:  1 April 2011 
Voucher is given to the first lucky person randomly 
drawn with the correct answer. 

HUTCHINSON BUILDERS 
 QEOC, 125 Kedron Park Rd, Kedron - Building Setout 

 Sunnymeade Nursing Home  - Easements & Setout  
 41 Grove St, Toowong -  House Setout 
 24 Sixth Ave, Coorparoo - Setout & Datum 
 127 Charlotte St, Brisbane - Monitor/Highrise Survey 
 Rocklea Hotel, Rocklea - Height Datum & Grids 
 168 Riding Rd, Balmoral - Ident Survey/Units Setout  
 358 Kingston Rd, Slacks Creek  - Setout & Height Datum 
 Forest Lake Village, Forest Lake - Setout/Levels/Lease 

 QCON Stair, South Bank - Grand Stairs 
 Mater Child Care, South Brisbane - Ident Survey/Setout  
 North Park Residential Development, Stafford - Setout  
 21 Lambert High Rise, Kangaroo Point - High Rise Construction 

Survey  
 

WALTON CONSTRUCTION 
 Wooloowin State School -663 Lutwyche Rd, 

Wooloowin - Building Setout 
 St Pius School -73 Golda Ave, Salisbury - Building 

Setout/Grids/Datum 
 209 Deception Bay Rd,Deception Bay - Setout/Datum 

REDLINE CONTRACTING 
 Bribie Island  - Pipeline Setout  

Statewide Survey Group is proud to 
be involved alongside Hutchinson 
Builders in the    construction of the 
Azure Blue    Lifestyle Community at 
Redcliffe which is an integrated           
development with one, two and 
three bedroom apartments of three 
and four storeys.  

Changes to the legislation for Ambulatory (water) Boundaries 
occurred last year with the introduction of Natural Resources and Other Legislation 

Amendment Act  2010 currently being implemented. As part of any new 
boundary surveys that have boundary frontage as tidal and non tidal 
waters the legislation will have to be considered. Statewide Survey 
Group have now completed a number of surveys that have been 
affected by this legislation and are working with the Department of 
Environment & Resource Management QLD on interpreting the 
complex nature of some of the components in the legislation. We 
attended seminars & meetings with DERM. Essentially each affected 
site will have to be assessed on a site per site basis as to the impact 
of the legislation. Please call Wal Ninnes to discuss any specific 
requirements. 
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    SSG SOCIAL NEWS  

    SSG NOTICE BOARD - EMPLOYEE NEWS 

     SSG SPONSORSHIP - SEEING EYE 
Statewide Survey Group received it’s latest letter from Yorik and he informed us that he is doing really 
well! He is working hard with his trainer going on lots of adventures, working on his ‘recall’ when he’s off 
the lead because it’s just to tempting to go for a bit of a run and play, he is also hoping to master 
escalators soon. He thanks us for sponsoring him to become a Seeing Eye Dog so that one day help 
someone to have more independence and mobility in their life. 

UP AND COMING EVENT 
Big Cat Charters Fishing trip 

Sat 2nd April 
Should be a good day out—looking 

forward to the pictures! 

SSG Social Event -  
DAY ON THE GREEN 
CANCELLED DUE TO 

BAD WEATHER! 

SSG FAMILY CHRISTMAS PARTY 2010 

The Statewide Team set up camp for a day 
filled with sun, surf , food & beach cricket 

 

Fresh prawns &  
Oysters by the water  

     QUEENSLAND FLOOD DISASTER  
Significant flooding occurred in many areas of Queensland during late December 2010 and early 
January 2011, it is an event that affected us and will stick in our minds for years to come.  

Some members of the Statewide Team got out there and volunteered, helping those in need, some 
were stuck in the floods. Here are their stories— 

Debbie McMullan & daughter Courtney (pictured 
way in the back) putting a full days work in at the 
Capalaba Relief Centre, packing clothes, food etc 
for the flood victims.  

Day at the Race - 
Ladies Day 2010 

Statewide Survey Group Team  

Statewide Survey Group Social Group is proud to have donated $500 to the Queensland Flood Appeal.                                                                                                                                                            
If you would like to donate: http://www.qld.gov.au/floods/donate.html 

Looking forward to : AFL game, NRL game, Union game, Whale Watching and much more! 

New Employees:  
 Statewide Survey Group would like to give a big warm welcome to Debbie McMullan our new Reception/Admin person. 
 We would also like to welcome to our team Taylor Cunich as a new Trainee Surveyor. 
 We welcome Daniel Park as a casual Drafter   
 Welcome to Dylan Smith as a Surveying assistant 
First Home Buyers:  
 Congratulations to Lindsay (Surveyor) and partner Kellie on purchasing their first home recently.  
Holidays:  
 Perry and family have just returned from a relaxing camping holiday at Moreton Island 
Achievements: 
 Surveying Students; Wayne McDermid, Sam Pitcher & Arona Anderson have recently taken on Field Party responsibility as part of their 

ongoing training. Well Done guys! 

Andrew Hayes (Senior Surveyor) enjoys a cold drink 
after just finishing volunteering at Chelmer as part of 
the ‘Mud Army” along with Wal, Belinda and family. 

Wal, Belinda & family were flooded-in on their    
Gravnille property for 10 days. Wal (pictured on his 
motorbike) had to travel through floods for food and 
supplies.  
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Consulting Surveyors 
Unit 3 - 123 Link Road 
Victoria Point  Qld  4165 
Office Hours-  
8am—5pm Mon-Fri 

Visit our web site www.statewidesurvey.com.au 

Statewide Survey Group are one of Queensland's leading consulting surveyor groups, specialising in cadastral 

and engineering surveying. Equipped with the latest technology and highly trained consulting surveyors and 

draftsmen, Statewide Survey Group is committed to providing you with the reliable, accurate and cost 

effective survey solutions. With over 20 Years Local Experience Statewide Survey group can offer the 

following services: 

“ O N  T H E  M A R K ”  N E W S L E T T E R  

Legal Issues Explained  Legal Issues Explained   
The Land Valuation Act 2010 came into effect in September 2010 and repealed the Valuation of Land Act 1994. (the Act). The Act set out a new 
valuation methodology for the assessment of the value of a parcel of land from an “unimproved value” to a “site value”, for non-rural land only. The 
unimproved value required land  to be assessed in its natural state, although surrounding infrastructure was taken into account. Site value on the 
other hand considers the value of the land but excludes all non-site improvements such as buildings.  Site improvements include clearing of vegeta-
tion, reclamation by drainage or filling including retaining works and underground drainage.  However, footings or foundations are not a site       
improvement. Site improvements such as land reclamation by drainage or filling or underground drainage can have high inherent costs and a major 
effect on value by bringing unproductive land into a developable state. Foreseeing that many industrial and commercial sites could have substantial 
increases in value in going from an unimproved value to a site value , the Act provides for amelioration of the impact by two methods which will 
phase in the increase.  This is achieved by two formulations, namely, the site improvement deduction and the off-set allowance. The off-set allow-
ance applies where the difference between the site value and the unimproved value is greater than $1M.  A formula set out in the Act provides for 
the difference to be phased in over 12 years. The site improvement deduction method is available to the owner who made the site improvements 
during the previous 12 years.  An owner must make application for this deduction and provide the evidence set out in the Act.  The deduction 
equates to the value of the site improvements for the part of the 12 year period that has not expired. So if site improvements were made in the last 
three years, the deduction will be for the next nine years, or until sold. The election of the site deduction method over the offset allowance, rests with 
the land owner who must write to the department (with supporting evidence of costs) within the 60 day objection period. Valuation Notices will now 
be issued by 30 June 2011, instead of 31 March 2011, so that the department can fully assess the effects of recent extreme weather events. The Act 
also changes the objection and appeals process and brings back the position of an independent Valuer-General. 
 

This article does not constitute legal advice nor is it a full explanation of the new Act. 
 

If you wish to discuss the issues above please call : 

Marcus Johnson (07) 3233 9999      MarcusJ@mdrn.com.au      or Ian Neil (07) 3370 5100     IanN@mdrn.com.au 

McCarthy Durie Ryan Neil Solicitors, Brisbane, Capalaba and Cleveland. 

A NEW BASIS OF LAND VALUE FOR RATING AND  
TAXING OF NON-RURAL LAND 

Statewide Survey Group said    
goodbye and good luck to Debbie 
Seeto (former Reception/Admin) 
last year. We all caught up      
recently for a lovely girls lunch. 
Debbie is now travelling and   
exploring Outback Australia in 
her partners truck. Debbie and 
partner Rod just recently got engaged January this 
year on Cable Beach, Broome WA. Congratulations 

Statewide Survey Group 
 is proud to have joined the  

Surveying and Spatial Sciences Institute 
Queensland Surveying and Spatial Information 

 
Joint Natural Disaster Response Committee 

Remember former SSG employees: 
Jackie Carmichael & Debbie Seeto  

Debbie & Rod 

Where are they now: 

Jackie & Steve  

Statewide Survey Group received 
exciting news that Jackie (former 
part time Admin) had married her 
partner Steve Fitzpatrick late last 
year on Coochie. Congratulations to 
you guys from the Statewide Team. 

Cost-effective 
Reliable local staff 
Highly mobile field units 
Servicing the entire state  
State of the art technology 

We service the Moreton Bay Islands 

Wal, Belinda and all the Staff at Statewide 

Survey Group wish all who have suffered not only 

in Australia but to our New Zealand mates across 

the way a safer and happier 2011. Our prayers 

and thoughts are with you all.  

Subdivisions 
Engineering Setouts 
Identification Surveys 
Contour/Detail Surveys 
As Constructed Surveys 
Property Amalgamations/ leases 

For more information please call our office. 

Email: admin@statewidesurvey.com.au 

Consulting Surveyors 
Unit 3 - 123 Link Road 

Victoria Point  Qld  4165 
Office Hours-  

8am—5pm Mon-Fri 


