
Welcome back to our second Edition of “On the Mark” Newsletter.  Our first edition received a huge re-
sponse, especially our Readers Competition where the prize offered was a $100 BWS voucher, just for 
answering a simple question! The $100 voucher was in fact split between two winners, as both entries 
were drawn out of the hat at the same time and it was hard to decide the winner.  We extend our congratu-
lations to Mr David Park of Mallan Constructions and Mr Ian Neil of McCarthy, Durie, Ryan, Neil Solicitors.  

 As another year winds down, or should I say 
winds up, it is always interesting to reflect on the past 
year’s highlights (and lowlights), and sometimes we all 
wish that there had been a little crystal ball that we 
could have referred to.  Needless to say, the highlights 
have been numerous, and the thorns but a few.   
 On the positive side, the following points are 
indicative of our current position. 
• We are on our way to becoming survey accredited 

with the Department of Natural Resources Mines & 
Water and will be looking forward to our forthcoming 
audit.  This is part of a continuing process of improv-
ing our internal systems, with our ultimate goal of 
third party QA Endorsement.   

 

• We have continued to invest in computer software 
and hardware.  Statewide Survey Group now has a 
bank of servers, safeguarded by backup and power 
fail mechanisms, as well as complex security soft-
ware.  Our office would grind to a halt should our 
systems fail or be compromised, and to date we’ve 
learnt a few lessons and have been very lucky.   

 

• Through continuing education, all of our staff remain 
in touch with current issues and laws relating to our 
industry. 

 The only negative I could take out of this year 
is the fact that our industry seems short on good quali-
fied personnel.  I have given up advertising and can’t 
remember the last time I interviewed anyone.  Fortu-
nately, Statewide Survey Group  has a very low staff 
turnover and we are starting to refocus more on bringing 
younger staff on.  I’m sure many of you can relate to 
this.  While we still seem to be in a “boom” situation, it’s 
meant that I’ve actually had to knock back work (much 
to the relief of the staff).  
 I would like to take this opportunity to sin-
cerely thank each and every one of my fellow co-
workers for their continued support and efforts towards 
ensuring that Statewide Survey Group runs smoothly 
and maintains its reputation as a leader and profes-
sional company within the surveying industry.  We also 
thank our valued customers for their ongoing support 
and confidence throughout the year.  
 Nothing is more satisfying than being called 
on to help out or take over and troubleshoot a large 
project because of our solid reputation.  This has been 
the case on several occasions this year.  Our P.R. de-
partment is basically run by our customers and 
they’re doing a great job!.  Thanks again and have 
a safe, happy and healthy Christmas 2006.  
Wal Ninnes—Director 
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• ALL HALLOWS ARTS BUILDING—Multi Storey 
• CHUNG TIAN BUDDIST TEMPLE 

ADCO CONSTRUCTIONS 

• EMPORIUM DEVELOPMENT—Large Commercial Project 
• 299 ADELAIDE STREET—10 Stories 
• TRILOGY RESIDENCES—3 X Multi storey residential 

buildings at Spring Hill. 
• EVOLUTION - 44 Storey building 
• CALAMVALE SHOPPING CENTRE 
• HUTCHINSON BUILDERS NEW HEAD OFFICE - Toowong 

 
 
 
 
HUTCHINSON BUILDERS 

• BRISBANE AIRPORT CORPORATION—New Headquar-
ters Building 

RUBICON CONSTRUCTIONS 

SSG CURRENT PROJECTS  
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SSG EMPLOYEE NEWS  
“ O N  T H E  M A R K ”  N E W S L E T T E R  

MT GLORIOUS! MT GLORIOUS!  - Just ask our two surveyors, Mike and Geoff Laritz how ‘glorious’ Mt Glorious was! Back 
in the days when the old pioneers slashed and cut their way through the heavily timbered forest, Mike and Geoff thought 
they had somehow stepped back in time.  Over a 6 week period, through blood sweat and tears, the men managed to cut 
their way through approx. 2/3rds of the mountain. Their mission; surveying for a road which would be a fire escape route for 
a new subdivision in the area.  As the terrain was very steep in some places, Geoff had to really watch his step, and Mike 
had to be careful when saying “go back further”, as “back further” was sometimes a sheer drop down the mountain! Unfortu-
nately, for our tough mountain taming, climbing, sometimes abseiling surveyors, disaster struck when their trusty ‘packhorse’ 
nearly threw them off the mountain top literally! Reluctantly, (but to the relief of Sonia and Felicity) our ‘mountain men’ have 
returned to civilization. But, their last words were “I will be back”! And true to their word, they went back and completed the 
mission. No mission is “Impossible”. (See photos on  page 3) 

FAREWELL - To staff members Paul Robinson and Jason Carroll who have all moved on to new jobs.  We wish them well and all the best for the future. 

WELCOME -  The SSG Team welcomes Glenn Bycroft and Lindsay Bennett. 
 

REDLAND BAY AMATEUR FISHING CLUB (RBAFC) HUMMINBIRD CHALLENGE 2006 - Another successful fishing challenge weekend was 
enjoyed by all club members over the Queen’s Birthday weekend. Apart from being a sponsor, Wal and his crew spent a very busy weekend tend-
ing to all the fish in the sea!  This will not be the case next year, however, as Wal has decided to test his entrepreneurial skills and will be running 
the whole $80,000 event.  Some of our clients can expect a friendly call relating to sponsorship next year. 

STAFF SOCIAL CLUB EVENT - The first Statewide Survey Social Club Event was enjoyed by all staff who attended the Broncos v Storm game on Sunday 
13th August at Suncorp Stadium.  Everyone who attended enjoyed themselves immensely as they indulged in an afternoon of sun, fun and relaxation watch-
ing a great game of football. With the many liquid beverages, scrumptious “football” food and great music, you couldn’t have asked for more Oh! what a day! 
SIRROMET WINE & FOOD FESTIVAL - Statewide Survey Group were fortunate to have secured a Corporate Table at this year’s wine and food festival 
which was held in July.  Several staff members attended along with invited guests.  The day was very enjoyable with an abundance of beer, wine (funny that!), 
incredible seafood platters, cheese platters and meat platters, which were served to your table throughout the day.  Live entertainment was also provided on 
the main stage, along with stimulating entertainment at your own table! 

“CRACKERJACK” CORPORATE LAWN BOWLING TOURNAMENT - Statewide Survey Group entered a riveting team into the Redland Bay Bowling Club 
Corporate Lawn Bowls Tournament which ran over 5 Friday nights.  The “Statewide Dumpies” as we are affectionately known, fielded a 4 man team each 
week.  The theme on the night ranged from “Tropical” dress, to playing left handed! (which some team members excelled at better than playing right handed).  
The “Statewide Dumpies” have re-entered into the January 2007 tournament, due to the fact that we had too much fun! 

SOCIAL CLUB FUNDRAISING - The SSG Social Club currently have in stock a number of Entertainment Books for sale. For just $60 each, the books offer 
25% to 50% discounts in dining, hotel accommodation, theatres, sports and much more.  By purchasing one of these books you will receive over $10,000 in 
valuable offers. The books are Valid until June 2007. 

STAFF BBQ & JAM NIGHT SOCIAL -  The SSG  Footy Tipping Competition windup BBQ was held recently at the Redland Bay Fishing Club 
and all staff that attended enjoyed the great seafood, spit roast, more seafood, more roast, music (supplied by our own staff members), a friendly 
game of cricket, a few ales, a few more ales, wine, more wine, more ales, and great company.  The event started around 1pm in the afternoon, 
and reports from the neighbours suggested the last people didn’t leave until about 11pm that night. 

CONGRATULATIONS are extended to our surveyor Perry Warrell, whose son Cameron, was selected to play in the Under 13 Brisbane Rep Team for Rugby 
League.  Cameron is a member of the Albany Creek Premier League Football Club and his selection in the Rep Team saw him not only compete in the State 
Carnival in July this year, but also share in the experience of his team winning the State Carnival.  Well done Cameron, Well done Dad!! 

 
 

 

 

Wal and Belinda flew off into the Sunset (literally)!….A belated birthday present for Belinda, Wal had 
planned, schemed and actually kept the secret of the century which, he only revealed to Belinda 1 hour 
before their scheduled departure from Redland Bay to drive to Coolangatta where they were catching 
their flight to Melbourne.  Wal presented Belinda with a beautiful book early on the Sunday morning, 
which contained all the secrets he had been planning over the past 6 months.  The 4 day holiday was 
filled with many wonderful surprises and Belinda has revealed that she now has the travel bug!  What’s 
next?  Wal has definitely set a standard for birthday presents that will be hard to beat.   
Who said that Wal was only good at organising fishing trips????? 

STATEWIDE SURVEY GROUP’S 2006 STAFF CHRISTMAS PARTY 
WHEN:  SATURDAY 16th December 2006 
WHERE:  “THE ISLAND PARTY BOAT” departs from the River Lookout Cruise Terminal,  
  South Bank Parklands - Boarding 12.00noon Sail 12.30pm Re-dock 3.30pm 
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HUTCHINSON BUILDERS 
THE EMPORIUM   THE HUB 

 
 
 

MCNAB CONSTRUCTIONS AUST P/L - FERRARI CENTRE 

OXLEY CREEK WATER TREATMENT SURVEY   MT GLORIOUS - ROAD FIRE ESCAPE SURVEY 
 

Geoff & Mike (two men in a leaky boat)!  Mike, Geoff & Mark 
 

 
 
 

 
 

SSG SPONSORSHIP—SEEING EYE DOGS—AUSTRALIA 
INTRODUCING -URBAN 

  (13 Weeks)  (6 1/2 Months) (10 Months)   (12 Months) 
 
 
 

Statewide Survey Group have proudly sponsored “Urban” from when he was 
only 13 weeks old. Seeing Eye Dogs-Australia regularly send us photos,  

keeping us up-to-date on his activities and progress.   

MT GLORIOUS proved to be 
a tough job for our Surveyor, 
Mike Laritz (AKA Super Mike) 
and his equally energetic field 
assistant, Geoff Laritz. Their  
photos say it all!  They literally 
had to cut their way through 
the virgin rainforest. 



   

DID YOU KNOW? - LEGAL ISSUES EXPLAINED 

ENCROACHMENTS ON YOUR LAND 
Each State of Australia has adopted the Torrens Title system of land ownership, meaning 
that your Certificate of Title is absolute proof of ownership of your land.  The Title Register 
adopts the Surveyed boundaries of your land and confirms your ownership from the prop-
erty boundary, down to the centre of the Earth (subject to mineral rights) and the air space 
above.  It is not uncommon to find land ownership is affected by an encroachment from a 
neighbour eg. Building overhang, or a fence put in the wrong position thereby taking up some 
of your valuable land.  An encroachment must be distinguished from a trespass or nuisance 
eg. Overhanging branches or tree roots; and distinguished from improvements by mistake 
eg. House built on the wrong land (believe me, it happens!).  Those problems are for another 
article.   
 
The Property Law Act 1974  assists in such situations where agreement between neighbours 
is lacking.  An application can be made to the Supreme Court for relief in the nature of mone-
tary compensation, orders for transfer of the part of the Title affected or removal of the 
encroachment.  The Court won’t be concerned about trivial encroachments but recognises 
the ownership rights mentioned above.   
 
But legal proceedings are always traumatic and expensive.  The best, and really only, way to 
avoid such problems is to ensure that before you buy your land or erect your fence or retain-
ing wall you obtain a check survey to confirm exactly where the boundaries are.  Don’t rely 
on an existing fence or even pegs in the ground—they are often wrong.  The small cost of a 
check survey can save a lot of angst and cost to everyone, and can give you peace of mind 
in the meantime.  
 

(Article submitted by Ian Neil—Litigation Partner—McCarthy Durie Ryan Neil Solicitors) 

Consulting Surveyors 
Unit 3 - 123 Link Road 
Victoria Point  Qld  4165 

 

Phone: 1300 362 094 
Fax:   1300 786 094 
E-mail: admin@statewidesurvey.com.au 

Statewide Survey Group are one of Queensland's leading consult-

ing surveyor groups, specialising in cadastral and engineering 

surveying. Equipped with the latest technology and highly trained 

consulting surveyors and draftsmen, Statewide Survey Group is 

committed to providing you with the reliable, accurate and cost-

effective survey solutions. 

 

With over 20 Years Local Experience Statewide Survey group 

can offer the following services: 

Cost-effective  Engineering Setouts 
Reliable local staff    Identification Surveys 
Highly mobile field units   Contour/Detail Surveys 

Servicing the entire state   As Constructed Surveys 
State of the art technology   Property Amalgamations: 
Leading specialist in region  *  by Compilation 
We service the Moreton Bay Islands  *  by Field Survey 

 For more information please call our office. 

Office hours are from 8am—5pm Mon-Fri 

PHONE: 1300 362 094 

Statewide Survey Group Pty Ltd 

IMPORTANT CONTACTS 
DRAFTING ENQUIRIES: 
drafting@statewidesurvey.com.au   

SURVEYING AND ACCOUNT 
ENQUIRIES:  admin@statewidesurvey.com.au 

Visit our web site www.statewidesurvey.com.au 

Spring Cleaning can be harmful! 
1. Multi-purpose cleaners contain harsh detergents and 
grease-cutting agents, which can affect the central nerv-
ous system. 
2. Air Fresheners might make your home smell fresher, 
but contain nerve-deadening agents! 
3. Anti-bacterial cleaners contain triclosan which targets 
the same enzymes as antibiotics. Overuse can lead to 
super-resistant bacteria. 
4. Washing up Liquids irritate the skin and harm aquatic 
life. 
5. Laundry detergents contain highly corrosive sub-
stances and artificial musk's that give that oh-so-fresh 
fragrance; can cause respiratory system disorders. 
6. Toilet cleaners including cistern “blocks”  are far too 
aggressive and have corrosive effects on the skin and 
which are easily inhaled when you flush the toilet—
potentially toxic vapours! 

ARE YOU SPRING CLEANING THIS YEAR? 

 STATEWIDE SURVEY GROUP WOULD 
LIKE TO THANK YOU FOR YOUR  

CONTINUED SUPPORT  
THROUGHOUT 2006 

 
WISHING YOU AND YOUR FAMILY A 

SAFE, HAPPY HOLIDAY AND A   
PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR 

 
Our Office will be closed from Friday 

22nd December 2006 and will reopen on  
Monday 8th January 2007 

WHERE’S WAL? COMPETITION  
Where is he hiding? How many times does his photo appear? 

 
Email your answer to Deb -  (dshore@statewidesurvey.com.au) 

PRIZE TO BE DETERMINED BY NUMBER OF CORRECT ENTRIES RECEIVED 


